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Abstract 

Gender, literacy and lifelong learning Jor .self reliance and productivity 
viewed gender as a social construction by society, which predisposes 
individuals to choosing certain professions, skills, trade or reading habits. 
Literacy and learning are viewed as gender practices which influence their 
choice of vocations. It considered some theoretical views on gender, 
definitions of geiuler arid lifelong learning were offered. It considered 
Information Communication Technology and entrepreneurship as 
integral aspects of the educational curriculum that can help enhance 
productivity and self reliance after formal training for individuals in society 
 

Gender has been defined as a dynamic and cultural social construct to define the 
relationships that exit between men and women in their environment especially as it affects their 
roles in society. Gender stereotypes therefore refer to the psychological processes that result from 
social norms about women and men's proper roles in societv (Langwira, 2001). It has also been 
defined as a basic category. By which the social uorld is organized (Zandcn, 1990). Gender can 
therefore be defined as socially learned differences between  men and  women. Considered to be 
appropriate by any given society. (Dressman. 1997) asserted that gender is not a static construct, but 
a social construction formed by the gender values of our culture. 

 
Gender is therefore viewed as dynamic and culturally determined social pattern created to 

define the way human relationships with each other and the environment are ordered in any given 
society. Some theories of gender see it as different means of describing the behavior of either of the 
sexes. Children by reason of environment and their upbringing learn these notions of gender very 
early in life and draw on these ideas to explain why boys for instance can feel tough or display 
masculine traits or even engage in very risky activities such as cultism, very early in life. (Cornell, 1996).  

One major motivation here is the strong belief in some parts of the country that boys are not 
engaged as much in school literacy practices as they should. This story is also true in some other parts of 
the globe.  
 

(Brozo, 2001) in his study almost came to a conclusion that males were fast becoming culturally 
and academically dispossessed, based on the facts available at the time of his study. Some of the data 
available at the time of this study, revealed the inclination of males to lethal and domestic violence, drug 
addiction, armed robbery, shrinking parental responsibility among other social vices, thereby painting the 
picture of a bleak future of boys' educational future in The United States of America. Part of this data 
revealed that boys are three to live times more likely to have a learning or reading disability placement in 
schools than girls, fewer boys than girls stud) advanced algebra and geometry, while more girls than 
boys study chemistry. It was also discovered that of the estimated live hundred thousand to one million 
students who drop out of schools in The United States, over 55% are boys. (U.S. National Centre for 
Education Statistics. 2000) 

 
One may be tempted to ask win the debate about gender and literacy. (Cohen. 1998) in a 

historical study of boys and schools discovered that boys' educational failures were largely blamed on 
methods, pedagogy, texts or teachers. Such discussions may help to explore ways in which society has 
helped complicate or solve the problem of falling standard of education in the country, especially as it 
affects male literacy. It may also help us to discover the influence of social contexts and diversity on 
how both sexes think about themselves as well as how this thinking affects their participation in school 
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literacy programmes, including choice of subjects for those in examination classes and subsequently, 
their choice of career. 
 
Some Gender Theories 

Some other theories sec gender as constructed and performed rather than as a biological or 
natural role. They see gender as something that individuals do rather than that which resides in 
them, (gender is therefore viewed as an action performed by individuals. Some oilier scholars such 
as (Dressmann, 1997) and (Risman, 2004) are of the opinion that gender is not something 
constructed or experienced, rather it is lived through, just as other social contexts like race and class, 
tribe or ethnic origin as in the case of Nigerian ethnic nationalities. (belton. 1995). We have 
therefore at one lime or another exhibited traits and behaviors that may traditionally or 
stereotypical!) according to these theories be associated with femininity or masculinity. (Risman, 
2004) describes gender as a "socially constructed stratification system". 

 
Other perspectives include the institutional and interactional theories of gender. 1 hose in 

this school of thought are of the opinion that gender differences result from the different roles 
women and men play within various institutional settings, thus producing life-long series of events 
and experiences. To t h i s  group belong such scholars as (Rismann and ferree. 1995). According to 
(Battler. 1997) people do not begin life w i t h  an internal identity as man or woman, rather they get 
hold of certain understanding of who they are. depending on their personal biographies and 
location in history. 

Existential and Phenomenological analysis is another perspective. (Ortega, 2001) belong to 
this school of 'thought. In his explanation of gender, the world people live in has developed out of a 
culture created by men and assuming the male as subject from which the world is viewed and 
defined. 
 
Learning and Literacy 

Literacy and learning are viewed as gendered practice and one of the ways in which this 
choice manifests in our society is through students" reading choices and interests when it comes to 
making choices about the courses to apply for in the universities. Thus we see boys rejecting books 
and disciplines that are considered feminine in nature such as Library Science, Communication 
Arts, Secretarial Studies, History, Linguistics, Home economics. And Nursing Sciences and such like 
disciplines in our institutions of higher learning. Girls on the other hand, tend to avoid being 
associated with boys at least in the traditional rural African society. The argument of those that 
view gender from the point of view of social construction probably accounts for the emergence of 
such recent phenomenon as the third gender, transgender and legislations in support of gay marriages 
in some places in society today. 

 
From the earliest times, gender disparity has persisted and has not decreased in recent 

limes. While women arc said to have equal opportunities with men, many of them have taken to 
poorly paid and less challenging job positions both in the public and private sectors of the economy. 
In politics and other leadership positions, men have dominated or given some positions to women 
simply as window dressing measures when in practice some powerful players in the political Held 
are behind the scene manipulating, controlling and influencing the affairs in principle, its roots 
extending to other sectors of the economy, conceptually manipulated and shrouded with illusions. 
Women should therefore establish their own credit. The need to be exposed to various aspects of 
education consisting of varying levels of vocational and entrepreneurial studies so as to be able to 
stand on their own and maintain a level competitiveness in the labor market. To attain genuine 
empowerment it is far from adequate for women to continue making choices and decisions in 
favour of the less tasking professions or vocations. They must light for the awakening of their self 
consciousness and thorough emancipation, economically and otherwise. There no longer exists any 
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 reasonable bases today for women to continue clamoring for equality. They should rather 
work seriously towards attaining positive freedom to function and survive in society as individual 
members of society. 
 
Findings 

Opportunities for self actualization and empowerment exist in society for both men and 
women in society today. The causes of the perceived gender disparity are complex and linked as 
they are related to institutional norm, which fail to understand and capture the full benefits of the 
society investing in training and education of women. This brings us to the issue of educational 
opportunities for women, the level of education and training in some places, poor health and 
nutritional status as well as limited access to resources, all of which culminate to lower quality of 
life for women, which also hinders their economic empowerment in most cases. United Nations 
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNHSCO) data on the enrolment of women into 
the tertiary institutions in Nigeria for the past twenty years however reveals a steady increase over 
the years. This cancels the argument as it affects marginalization of women in Nigeria as put forward 
in some quarters. 

 
Table 1: Enrolment of Women into Tertiary Institutions in Nigeria 

(Source: UNESCO Instittute for Statistics. 
 

1985  1989  1999  2004  2005 
 
 
 

   39.58%             39.20%              77.78%              71.18%              71.18% 
 
Recent findings from UNLSCO Literacy Rating reveal that there exist higher dropout rates 

from school of boys than girls in states. The figures range from 43    45% for the period between 
2005 -2010 for secondary schools and 84 -95% for the primary sector of education. The educational 
curriculum as it is presently structured does not seem to favour self reliance and productivity and 
national development. The learning system in the conventional schools tends to detach the student 
from real life and practical situations for effective application of learned courses to real l i f e  
situations. This is where the Accredited Christian Education Curriculum (ACE) system of education 
which is being practiced in some private schools worldwide today seems to have an added 
advantage over the conventional educational curriculum as practiced in our public schools. There is 
therefore need to restructure the existing curriculum in schools to incorporate aspects of 
entrepreneurship and positive ski l l s  acquisition to encourage lifelong learning and problem solving 
techniques thereby enhancing productivity. 
 
             Lifelong learning on the other hand is the voluntary and self motivated learning. It refers to 
the Continuous building of ski l l s  and knowledge base throughout the life of an individual. It may 
sometimes occur through experiences encountered in the course of one's lifetime.  This experience 
could be formal or informal and could help enhance competitiveness and employment chances. It has 
been argued that, lifelong learning is essential for individuals to keep pace with the continually 
changing global job market and economy. 1 his it has been argued could be achieved through basic 
academic skills such as language literacy, math, science and other skills as information 
communication technology, from the foregoing it could be argued that information literacy and 
Information Communication Technology s ki l l s  form the basis for lifelong learning.  
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The benefits of Information Communication Technology is shared by almost all existing 
disciplines in institutions of learning and other learning environments today, be it primary, secondary 
or tertiary levels. 
 
Conclusion 

Our educational system should endeavor to leach and encourage students to participate in 
school literacy practices that encourage lifelong learning practices, which can carry the child very 
long way in life. In addition to such critical literacy, students should be exposed to multiple varieties 
of text and reading materials at the lower levels. Librarians, parents and teachers should make 
conscious efforts to help children and adolescent school children select books and other educational 
media from a wide array of genres and subjects, Effect must be made to provide structured 
opportunities for senior secondary school boys and girls to talk about and write on texts they are 
reading and creating. In that way the social aspect of literacy wi l l  come a l i ve .  Our children's 
ability to take advantage of Information Communication Technology is dependent on conducive 
policies and an enabling environment. 1CT 1 is fast transforming the global economy and new 
networks and structures are evolving in main countries. How noticeable departures exist as it affects 
the extent of access to these technologies and the skills that are required to benefit from this new 
knowledge. 
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